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Office Action Summary 


Application No. 


Applicant(s) ~] 

L~Av$&£ 1 


Examiner 


Group Art Unit 





-The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet beneath the correspondence address- 
Period lor Reply 

— MONTH(S) FROM THE MAILING DATE 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 
OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 



' Efi^^ PrOViSi ° nS ° f 37 CFR 1 136(a) - ln n ° ™«> h — ' "™* * -P'V ti-V filed after S,X (6) MONTHS 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timelv 

- K HO penod for reply is specified above, such period shall, by defauft, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mai^gdate ^J^S^ * 

- Failure to reply wrth.n the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).' 

Status 

^Responsive to communication(s) filed on i ° j^S J <>9 — 

□ This action is FINAL. 



" iS lT l- C ° ndi L i0n I° r a,,owance exce P f for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 

accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 ; 453 O.G. 21 3. <-w«a m 



Disposition of Claims 

^fClaim(s) 

Of the above claim(s)- 

□ Claim(s)- 

^CIaim(s): 

□ Claim(s) 

□ Claim(s) 



Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on . is □ approved □ disapproved. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C, § 119 (a)-(d) 

□ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(a)-(d). 

□ All □ Some* U None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number), 



_ is/are pending in the application. 
- is/are withdrawn from consideration, 
-is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 

are subject to restriction or election 
requirement. 



□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 

*Certified copies not received: 

Attachment(s) 



□ Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s).. 

□ Notice of Reference(s) Cited, PTO-892 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 



□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 

□ Other 



U. s. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTO-326 (Rev. 9-97) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 

•US GPO 1998-454-457/97505 



Application/Control Number: 09/724,382 P age 
Art Unit: 1617 

Claims 12-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

"A biocompatible polymer" is indefinite. Applicants define the claimed as 

4 

comprising two polymers (page 4 lines 20-26). Two or more polymers are specified 
(page 3 lines 5-10). 

No claims allowed. 

Claims 1-8 have been cancelled Per paper # 71/2 filed 11/8/02. Thus, ended 
claims 1 -8, filed 8/25/04 were not an entered. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Edward Webman whose telephone number is (571) 
272-0633. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday 9 Am 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, S. Padmanabhan can be reached on (571) 272-0629. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 



Application/Control Number: 09/724,382 p ag , 
Art Unit: 1617 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Webman/LR 
December 16, 2004 




